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Fragments of Fudoki: mythical and legal 
This publication will offer a translation of several fragments of medie-

val texts in the genre of “fudoki”, which have not yet become objects of 
translation in domestic Japanese studies, as well as the brief description of 
this genre with the addition of some special considerations of the translator. 
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Simonova-Gudzenko E.K1 
On appearance of goddess Amaterasu in Japanese pantheon: 

formation of patron deity’s cult of Yamato dynasty 
The article analyzes the process of formation of the cult of the goddess 

Amaterasu based on the analysis of ancient legends recorded in Japanese 
sources. The existence of two cultural complexes involved in the creation of 
Japanese mythology has been established. The inclusion of the goddess 
Amaterasu, the supreme goddess of the imperial family, into the mythologi-
cal pantheon occurs precisely at the stage of combining the mythological 
systems of several ethnic groups, and she is introduced into the unchanging 
archaic part, since the greatest antiquity also meant a high status. 
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Baksheev E.S.1 
Bronze mirrors of the Yayoi and Kofun periods and 

the process of politogenesis and formation of early statehood in Japan 
The article analyzes the types of bronze mirrors (Chinese, Korean and 

Japanese) and their use in Japan of the Yayoi (ca. 5th c. BC – mid-3rd c. AD) 
and Kofun (mid-3rd c. – mid-6th c./early 7th c. AD) periods. Bronze mirrors 
are also considered as grave goods of the “royal graves” of the rulers of the 
polities (“community-states” kuni ) of North Ky sh  and elite kofun moun- 
ded tombs in Kinai (Honshu Isl.), and as “prestige objects” in the “prestigious 
society” of Yayoi and Kofun. We trace how bronze mirrors within the frame- 
work of the Sinocentric “tribute system” and in the process of political gene-
sis and formation of early Japanese statehood were transformed from valuable 
exotic imported luxury goods into a symbol of religious cult, prestige, status 
and power in ancient Japan, and eventually into a Shinto relic and the most 
important of the imperial regalia of Japan. 

Keywords: bronze mirrors; ancient Japan; Yayoi; Kofun; “prestige ob-
jects”; symbol of religious cult, prestige, status and power in ancient Japan; 
“community-states” kuni ; social stratification; political genesis; early Japa-
nese state formation; Shinto relic; imperial regalia of Japan. 
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Shchepetunina .V. 
Certain aspects of family law in Ancient Japan: 

ritualization and tabooing of childbirth 
This paper examines certain aspects of the ritualization and tabooing of child-

birth in Ancient Japan, as well as the process of solidifying these traditions through 
Shinto and Buddhist texts. We will analyze the characteristics of the childbirth huts 
ubuya and the taboo of looking in the mythological compilations «Kojiki» and «Ni-
hon shoki», compare our findings with folk tales and ethnographic material. Childbirth 
in Japan was regulated by customary law norms i.e. by traditions and religious pre-
scriptions, which are commonly explained by the concept of impurity kegare. On the 
other hand, the childbirth huts ubuya were also considered sacred places where deities 
bestowed children. This article explores the issue of what mythological worldview 
might have underpinned the taboos surrounding childbirth. 

Keywords: Ancient Japan; customary law; childbirth; ubuya; kegare; looking 
taboo; «Kojiki»; «Nihon shoki»; mythology.1 
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